CHAPTER IX
I HAVE mentioned that the opening volume of the Histoire du Peuple d'Israel was contained in one of the first parcels which I opened on arriving at Hai'fa, and I need not say that our residence in Palestine was a subject of frequent communications with the Renan household, before, during, and after it.
To a letter from Madame Renan, dated in January 1888, I owe the great pleasure, which I certainly should not otherwise have enjoyed, of seeing the Castle of the Teutonic Knights in Galilee, the Montfort of the French, the Starkenberg of the Germans. It was there that the Chapter of the Order is said to have been held, which came to the conclusion that it was not strong enough to do anything more against the Saracens, and that the wise course would be to transfer its activity to Europe and convert the pagan Prussians!arried with it the future. It founded definitively the religion of humanity!
